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Fellow-Citizeus : Once more yon are 
isiembled together to deliberate upon the 
lireat qaestious of goveriimeDt whtch you 
IdS the friends of civil liberty throughout 
world tx)o foadJj hoped had been set- 
lied forever by your wise and patriotic 
^itefathers. The mind of man instinct- 
My looks forward with hope, rather than 
|hwice back into the past for lessons of 
fttdom and experience. We plan for the 
fctnre more than we reflect upon the past. 
We would rather be hopeful than wise. — 
jfet in order to aecure and preserve that 
%kh is still left to us, we should hold in 
^edful remembrance all which has al- 
iwitly come and gone. The history of the 
Muian race for the last three thousand 
lears, shows that public liberty has never 
|een permanently settled. There are 
Ittie and tides in its historic life, like the 
nifcs and tides of the sea, forever surging 
Ifickward and forward, and never finding 
fifixed and established res'ing-place either 



I in the opinions of men or the principles 
! of government. Civil liberty, as written 
down in oar American Constitutions, has 
been destined to form no exception to this 
great fact in the history of nations. It 
has been put upon its trial, and God only 
knows what is to be the issue. Never, "in 
the mo^t stormy period of American poli- 
ties, whether bewre or since the Revolu- 
tion, or even during our great civil ;«rar, 
did the people assemble together for i;h^ 
consideration of greatc. more moment- 
ous questions than now. Whatever diftei?- 
ence of opinion may exist, however niubh 
acrimony of feeling may be exhibited, 
growing oat of this antagonism of opiiibit, 
all thinking men are deeply impre^ueft 
with the fatcti and do not hesitate toW- 
mit, that in the present crisis are invdlvb^ 
the highest interests and the dearest fi^^te 
that can pertain t6 toan in bis social 
political relations. I make no f^lse p^^- 
lamation, I utter but the simple trtttti, 
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vrhen I declare to yon from this stand, 
that the great leading and central question 
involved in this coctroveisy between the 
Democratic and Radical Popublican par- 
tiee is, Lihertyor Despotism, Union or Di,? 



union! Ttiat is the naked, simple, inev- 
itable issue vvliich you are to pass upon. — 
The terminatio'j of the war has ueitlier 
changed or modified that issue. Any one 
•who will re^jollect anything at all of what 
I said to "^be people before and during the 
war, wM remember that I looked with 
more .ppieheusion to the period after xh>t 
war liiau to the war itself. It was then 
th 1 1 felt the strain would be both upon 
<■ jvernment and people. It was then that 
L felt that tbe Union would be most in 
danger, resulting from the bad passions, 
the vanliiug ambition of desperate lead 
era, and the general demoralization of the 
public mind. Have not my worst appre- 
bensions been realized? Can any man 
look around him upon the wild sea of 
commotion, and the radical chauges made 
and proposed to be made in the funda- 
mental organism of the Government, and 
not feel that we are upon tbe very dead- 
point of at least a civil revolution which 
may sweep away every remaining ves'ige 
of the Constitnlion under which we live? 
I never felt that the war would, in and 
of itself, settle the question of Union. — 
That great and vital question, as a Union 
of States in contradistinction to a mere 
materialistic unity of territory, is still up- 
on ns in all its magnitude as well as its 



tolerable burden of taxation, the crusbing 
monopoly of incorporated money capital 
at the expense of producing labor, dishon- 
est cla?s legislation in the shape of the 
mo6i exorbitant and villainous tariffs for 
the benefit of the few against the maoy, 
unconstitutional legislation in all its pro- 
tean forms, usurpation of power, huge 
and gigantic schemes of peculation and 
fraud, and the ineffable outrage of negro 
siiflt'rage and negro equality, coupled with 
the disfranchisement of tiiousands and 
hundieds of thousands of white meD, 
without tiial, and by classes and deuonii- 
nations, as the'wholesale victims of parti- 
san fuiy, and for no other purposes than 
those of the merest partisan ends. All 
these, and more, fellow-citizens, are in- 
vi'lved in tliis contest ; but the great, the 
vital, am' the controlling question is. shall 
our once blessed and glorious UnioE, 
standing as a great confrai trnal faaiiiyof 
Slates, soveri igu in every local, but sab- 
ordinate iu all national questions, be re- 
stored to its dignity and powers, such as 
were imparted hy the Couetitution which 
created it ; or shall anarchy and final and 
irreuievable ruin b^ the portion of this 
people ? This, my friends, is the "rugged 
issue" set beloit- U3. 

Tiii.s great question may or may not be 
settled by the ballot-box, this fall, in the 
several htaies where olec:ions are to be 
holdeu. If it shall fail be settled by 
(hat great tribunal of public opinion, act- 
ing aa a moral and admonitory power up- 



doubtful uncertainty. It is just as much | on those who now control the afiairaof 



of a qoestioD now, and it haogs as tremb 
lingly at the ballot-box, as it hung doubt- j 
fully euepended in the smoke of battle } 
over the beads of the eboutiog, groaning ! 
and dying combatants of tbe hundreds of 
bloody battle-fields of tbe late unliappy j 
war. A half million of young and valua- j 
ble men yielded up their lives for a Union i 
which a desperate and Radical Congress 
now refuse to recognize ; four thousand j 



the nation, then we know by many s 
modern instance of usiypiition and out 
rage, by what means the question is to I 
put to rest forever-. Whatever may be 
the result, the question itself is diiectlj 
involved. The radical portion cf the Re- 
publican party have put the question 
squarely at issue before the people. They 
say, as ^ laiuly as human action am say it, 
that there shall be no Union of these 
States unless the negro ahaU be recognized 



millions of treasure have been wasted to 

scetain a Cousiitution which a selfish and 1 as part and parcel of that Union, and as a 
partisan Congress has torn to iiagments full and equal participant iu all its gteai 
by usurpation and outrage. ' "'^ ' "*' 

It is true there are otiier questions, eith- 
er directly or indirectly involved in the 
controversy » ^w before us, of vast 
importance to tbe people, and which, at 
any other time-, would attract their earnest 
attention and enlist their deepest solici- 
tude. Such as this most unequal and in- 



privileges and immunities. Notwithstand- 
ing they solemnly passed resolutions in 
Congress, during the war, declaring t» 
the American people and to the world 
that it was not a war for conquest iinj 
subjugation, but that so soon as the reba 
forces should lay down their arms and ae- 
knowledge the federal authority theStat« 
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□e aa- 
t upon 



j retx'H'iifi should be restored to all their 
ghts and dignity within the Union ; yet 
fben the Southern people have laid down 
liieir arras more than two years ago, and 
icily recognieed and submitted to 
ibority of the General Govern mei 
jvery inch of their Foil, abdiahed sla- 
reiy forever as an atoning sacrifice to 
Jjesce and renuion, this same RoDnblican 
tioDgress now refuse them every rl^ht be- 
loaging to them as States, reducing them 

10 the abject condition of conquerc d pro- 
rioces. For all questions of right and 
frivilege under the Constitution, they un- 
WnshiDgly declare them to be out of the 
CnioD, while for all pnrposes of obligation 
lod duty, either as States or as individu- 
jls, they are sternly and rigidly held, by 

strong arm of military power, as mem- 
berg of the Union. They deny them rep- 
rewntation, while they load them down to 
last dollar with taxation. This dee- 
potic dogma of taxation without rcpre- 
lentation is a terrible political libel upon 
(iifi spirit and action of our revolutionary 
fctfcere in the very formation of this Gov- 
ernmeut under which we live. It was the 
peat question which lay at the foundation 
of our revolutionary struggle with Great 
Britain. The war-cry which rang like a 
trumpet through the colonies was, eternal 
fttlBtance to taxation without represeata- 
tioD. It gave dignity and power to the 
tkusand petitions sent to the throne of 
tie British tyrant; it gave eloquence to 
the tongue of an Adams, an Otis and a 
Henry in the colonial assemblies, and to a 
a Burke and a Barre in the Parlia- 
fflentof England in the great legislative 
digcaesion which preceded the war; it 
nerved, the arm of the soldier upon the 
KDted field when discussion gave way to 
tbeclaah of armg; and it thrilled the great 
heart of the people throughout the land 
iiito the most heroic determination to 
u^iieve fieedom and independence. It is 
wonderful how history reproduces itself. 

11 passing, only a few days ago, idong the 
«ld battle-fields of Trenton, and Prinoe- 
tOD, and Monmouth, on the plains of Mew 
Jeraey, my mind was sadly and deeply 
iapressed with the etrange reflection that 
4e great Democratic party of the nation 
wu now doubtfully contending for the 
«iy same rights, and asserting the very 
jjme principles, that Washington and 
lercev fought for on those bloody fields of 
the Revolution. Is it not so, my friends f 



Is it not a burning shame, a deep and 
lasting reproach upon our character as a 
free people, and our intelligence and pat- 
iiotiem as citizens, that we are now, 
through the machinations of a deeperato 
parLy to retain power, sanctioning the 
very doctrines which compelled the Dec- 
laration of Independence? There is not 
a more complete parallel in history than 
this; for what docs that Declaration assert 
of oppression and wrong, of usurjiation 
a'ud outrage, as against English tyranny, 
that might not bf, declared with equal 
force against Radical Ilepublicaniem in 
these modern days ? 

The Declaration alleges that the Eng- 
lish King endeavored " to render the mili- 
tary independent of, and superior to, the 
civil power." Ten States of this Union, 
groaning under the iron heel of five mili- 
tary despots, present the mournful coun- 
terpart. 

The declaration charges that he quar- 
tered " large bodies of armed troops 
atnong us." The same thing now eiistB 
all over the F juth. 

The Declaration chai'ges him with '* im- 
posing taxes on us without our consent." 
Ten millions of American people, seven 
millions jaore than existed at the time of 
the Revolution, are taxed without repre- 
sentation. 

The Declaration charges that " he has 
erected a multitude of new offices, and 
sent hither swarms of officers to harass 
our people, and eat out their substance." 
I need not cite the parallel — there is not 
an hour in the day that we do not feel its 
presence. 

The Declaration charges that *' he has 
kept, in times of peace, standing armies, 
without the consent of our Legislature." 
A standing army, largely made up of ne- 
gro troops, is now spread over half of our 
territory, at an annual expense of $350,- 
000,000. 

The Declaration charges that we are 
"deprived, in many cases, of the benefit* 
of trial by jury." The trial by jury, in all 
cases, is ntcerly abolished in all the South- 
ern StAtes. 

The Declaration charges him with 
"taking away our charters, abolishing 
oar most valuable laws, and altering, fun- 
damentally, the powers of our govern- 
ment." All this is equally true of the 
present tyranny. The great Radical Au- 
tocrat asserted on the floor of the Uous^ 



"Cansufili things be, and (A'orcome us like a jj^,. 

mor cKnul, 
Without onr special worder ?" 

Let US reverently, my fellow-citizens, 
tarn for a moment to one of tliot^e dajs ia 
the olden time, when the people aesem. 
bled in solemn town meeting to discjsg 
the great question of representative lib. 
erty. I do this, not with the v ain put. 
pose of rounding a period, or to plaj the 
orator, but with the design of impiesBing 
upon your minds the nature, the iiccessi. 
ty, and the vital importance of this great 
question ot the right ot represeutation ia 
a constitutional government like oau. 
We can not drink too often or too deeply 
at these fountains of liberty and law. A 
recurrence to first principles is esseiitial to 
the preservation of public liberty. Iq the 
forcible figure of a great man oir a great 
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of Representatives only a few weeks ago 
t^at all that remained of the Constitution 
was a few fragments sticking in the kid- 
neys of timid and over virtuous Senators. 

The Declaration charges that he pro- 
tected his emissaries " from punishment, 
by a mock trial, for murders which they 
should commit on the inhabitants of these 
States." That infamous bill, called the 
Indemnity act, of March 3, 1863, does the 
same thin 5. 

The Declaration charges tbo English 
rarliament with "suspending our own 
legislatures, and declaring themselves in 
vested with power to legislate for us in all 
cases whatsoever."' That omnibus ot all 
abominations, called the Supplementary 
Kt-constructiun bill, passed last month by 
a Kump Congress, erects the same unmiti- 
gated despotism over an extent of coun- occasion, and in the inception of the very 
try nearly as large as that of all Europe, j troubles which are now upon ns: 
arid subjects the lives and property of an 
entire people to the rule of the bayonet 
and the will ol the negro. 

There stands, my fellow-citizens, upon 
one of tho streets in the northern part of 
Boston a quaint old building, world re- 
jjonued, called Faueuii Hall. It is some- 
ti(Lie« named as the " Cradle of American 
Liberty ;" liow sad the rt flecdon that it 
uiav hereafter be pointed out as its 
"Grave." Within its walls was beard 
the first articulate voice of civil liberty on 
this continent— the embryo life of the 
Constitution was inaugurated there— how 
strange the contradiction that ita " Great 
Defender,' in atter yeara. should be re- 
fused to speak within its portals iu de- 
fense of tbat same Conetitution. But each 
are the results ot fanaticism ! Is it uoi 
strange, my fellow citizens, aye, is it not 
" passiiig strange," tha'. froB) this liucli 
ot American iud*pendeuce, thi<j temple 



" When the mariner has been tosst'il, for mwiy 
daj-9, in thick weather, and on au uiilinown »ei, he 
naturally avails hinjself of the lirat iMiise in the 
stora, the earlieBt planco of the snn, to take hw lati- 
tude, and ascertain how lar the elemi;nts have drivea 
him from )a8 true conrse. Let us iiuil.irt' this pra- 
denoe, and, befoi'ewe tloat farther on tin' wiives, re- 
ler to the point from which we departed, that we may 
fct least he ahlo to conjecture where we now are. ' 

This figure of rhetoric is as applicable 
to nations as it is to individuals. The 
American people have drifted tar from 
thoir original mooTings. The party now 
in power, and who shape the policy and 
control the affairs of the Government, oc- 
copy the same position in relation to the 
rights and liberties of ten m illions of their 
fellow-countrymen, which George HI did 
towards the three millious ot colonists 
prior to the revolution. Tlio Historic 
parallel is pointed and signiliciait, and 
can neither be denied or defended. Let 
U8 torn to a Bcene in that old Faceiiil 
Hall one hnndirt'd years ago. 



In doing so, 



once dedicated t4) the great principles of j j produce you no " Copperhead " docQ 

ment, no newspaper scrap, but I read to 
yoQ from the 11th Vol. of " Dodslfv's Aa- 
nual Kegister," page 2(^7, printed in Pall 
Mail, London, in 1768, tiie year that these 
proceedings took place : 



Coustituvioual law and civil liberty, 
ahould b» fulmiuat-ed ihoB© tyianuic de- 
crees of party despotism which liave 
stricken Uown «U law in the land, an^ 
made the Constitution the merest mock- 
ery and a current by-word among the 
people ; and that upon the walls of that 
once honored edifice il^e names of a Wil- 
Ron. a Suainer, and a Boatwell are im- 
piously placed high above those of an 
Adams, an 0::is au^ a Hancock ? And yet 
it ie most true — 



fFronn the New YorkOtaette, Sept. 26, 17t!8.J 

" PBOCKSPBJOS AX msTVU. 

' " Boston, 9*pt. 19, l"69. 

" At a meeiing of the freeholders, .-ukI oJJier inhab- 
iuvis of the U>\rn ot Bosto;i, leftaHy au'i'""':" 
«»rned m pablio towa uie^tiiig •<«»ml>l<*d, nt t anenu 
EMilfin MoB«l»y, the 13th ©f Sept«nhi>r, A. !>. im^ 

" jho meeting wa» optned with prayer bj the her. 
Dr. Cooper. 



t 
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" The Uoii. .Tamos Otis, Epq., vras nuanimonsly cho- 
sen modi'ialor. 

" Thopcti'ion of a coiiRidcrfi' lo riniri'lifr of flu; le- 
gpect.'Jiio U])ial)i(aiitB lo the Kelect!D»n. dated tlie 8th 

inct. jiiMyjjif: tliat tho to»ii Juiglitlif ioii)nui}i legal- 
ly convent d to enquire of liis excelle-rifv, tlie Ooi ein- 
or, the oioiinds and rf/iHOim of ptiinhy (U eliaatioris 
madeliy Iiini, lliat Ihu^e r(rfhneii1.t vioy he daily cX2)ectcd. 
two of tliMH to b.? ()nart*i td iii this "town, ai:il one at 
Castle William an also to consider tlie nioBf •wife, 
constitutional, loyal and salutary meafiuics lo be 
adopted on .such occasion. Tvaw lead, whoreuijon the 
followinp vole -ivas passed : 

" Wherkas It has been repoj-t^d in thi,^ to^ meet- 
ing, fliat I'lJ* Excellency the Uovsmor has iniimatud 
his apprehensions that one or more rcMfimeuts of his 
M»jpsty'8 troopH are daily expected to be here : 

" XoM, ThavIIon. Thomas Cushine. Esq., Jfr. Sain- 
%tlAdam,s, llichaid Dana, Esq., Lenj. Kent, Esq., and 
Dr. Joseph lVar/f?i, be a conimittee to wait upon his 
Sxcellency, il in town, hun;l)ly requesting that he 
would be ploastd to coiiinuniicat*' io the lo-wn tho 
pounds and asftwrances he may have thereof. 

"Tho comniit'eo appointed to take the state of onr 
pnWic aiiairs into consideration, reported the folicw- 
mg declaration and resolves : j 

"WliEHEAti, It is tho first principle of civil societv, | 
fonndcd in nature an.l reason, that no law of tho bo- I 
ciety can be iiindini: on any indivi("ual v-ithcyt fus roii- 
md, diver., hi hhnaclf in person, or by bin rfprc^'eiitativc, 
of liU mun/ire cU'clivn. 

" Voted. As the opinion of thi.s towD, that the levy. 
Irg money in this province for the nse and Korvice of 
li'o Crown, in oth r manner than the same is granted 
it the great and general court of this province, is in 
Tiolatiou of tho undonbted natural riehts of subjects, 
jtclared in the aforesaid act of Parliament, freely to 
riveaud grant their own money 1\ rthe service of'ihe 
Crown, with their own consent, inpcrion, or ly rcprc- 
mtatii-'Cf c.f their ou n/ree election. 

"Avid whereas, in the aforesaid net of Parliament it 
ijdeciared, that the l aisiDg or keeping a standing ar. 
BT within the Kingdcm, in time of peace, is agaiuf^t 
liV ; itis the opii ion of this town, tnat the said dec- 
larations are Ibundcd iu tho iudefeasiblo right of ti e 
mhjects to he consulted, and to give their j'reecou- 
m<.in peraon, or bij repie^cntatiiri: of tfifir own free 
tiectian, to the raising and keeping a standing army 
Moiijj them; aiid the inhabitants of this town, being 
Iwe subiects, h.ive the e.-ime i1/fht, derived r'roiu na- 
tare, and confirmed by the J3riiiab Constitution ; and, 
therefore, tho raising or Iceejfing an :uTny, w'thottt their 
miacnt, in per.<'. r<. ft)/ rrprc.vciita'ircfi </ their OH-n free 
itOimi, would bo an infringement of their natural, 
MDStitiitional and chartered rights ; (itul the emplvy- 
itg ft'f/i uet.-i for the ei./oreing of lar- }i,adc u ithout 
til CAmsont of ^/ic >fopfc, in person, or by their repre- 
MUtatives, would be a giievance. 

"The foregoing report heitg divers times distiuctly 
iMd. and coiisid'Tcit by the town, the qu> slion wa's 
put, whether the same shall be accepted aiid recoided? 
ud passed viuauntrnu-bj iu the aflirmative." 



my frif nde, i^, vras the epiiit of .TonrC«ii" 
stitution ; it v ap the epiiit whicb now am* 
mates the great D«'DKicratic party of rbe 
Union in tbeir elrijggles to save aud pre- 
serve tbat CouRtitntioB. He i& eitiier a 
bigot or a foo] «"Iio d(<es xiof see rbe exact 
identify of popiiion occujiied by tbe Boston 
coloniefR of 176S and the DeEi<n.ra)8 of 
1867. But let, ns tni n to another seeue i t 
rhofie oldeu times ; npon a body of men a* 
illuetrioHs as any in bisfojy ; a bodj c f 
weu whose every name 1> a sjaoiiim for 
noble eelf-devorion to liltenv law. — 
Let us turn to the First Colonia' Congres.s 
in 1774. What .io tbey declare, on that 
occasion, as tyranny is closing tighter and 
tighter around thena ? In a petition to the 
thront, they describe the pieeite conditis-n 
of the ten Stateeof the South, under their 
present miliiary subjngaiion, in setting 
forth the vyrongs of the thirteen colonies 
iu 1774. Listen : 

" A Ftfmding .'>.rmy has been kept m these Colonies 
ever since tbd couciusion oi the late war, without ilie 
consent of our afsemblie? ; niid this ain.y. v. ith a cou- 
siderabie naval armament, iias been er.ipioytd to en. 
(dice the collection of taxcv. Iheuvt}niriv/oj thecoin- 
ivander-ia chief, ami r.MiLH iiiii: 'JiiK KHiLiAjjiKhb OK>i-:- 
RAh. lias in time of pceicc hein rchderrd :>-dpiiriie id oil 
the Mril yovennritntf' of Ariurici. J'ic cik.T/.iijk!', / ■'<i- 
chiffof all yrnir M(tjcf=iy\\ ferccti in ycr'h Awerua',- li's 
ill time of peace hcea (n:pi,hitid uoiereior of c Vvlviiy." — 
II Tvl. JJoddey's Ann\t.al Jifghter, Ui 3. 



Fellow citizens, the proceedings of that 
little town meeting, thus spread upon the 
pages of a British journal, constituted the 
first corner stone ot the revolution ; a rev- 
elation which Samuel Adame, one of the 
Efimbers of that committee, afterwards 
done more to forward and biing to a happy 
itsae than any other civillian in America; 
» revolution which Dr. Joseph Warren, 
Mother member, eight years afterwards 
swled with Iris blood upon the glorious (ield 
of Bunker Hill. And what was the spiii^ 
of that old Boston town meeting ? Wliat 
peat principles did it declare ? X tell you, 



Who signef^ thiseaily protocol of Irt e- 
dom ? Turn lo your Declaration of Inde- 
peni nee and ycil will pee the glorious 
catalogue — Adams, Dickinson, Milliin, 
Sherman, Livingston, Henry, llani.son, 
Lee, Kutledge, Reid, Suliivauv W.iohing- 
ton. The miserable old ** Coppeiheadsl"' 
they did not seem to know they were pto- 
iculgating treason and symparhv with reb- 
els, in the opinion of some t f their wiser 
and more patriotic descendants ! Bur 
let ue once more lift the veil of titce, and 
again look in upon this same body .of 
miserable revolutionary "traitors," sit- 
ting in solemn eessiou in Philadelphia, 
two mouths before the petition ju.sc no- 
ticed, to-wit, on the 5th day ol Septem- 
ber, 1774. Instead of addressing the deaf 
ears of the throne, tbey now appeal to r'te 
people of England iu behalf of their 
rights and liberty. In that document they 
say : 

" Why, then, are tbe proprietors of the anil of Amer- 
ica less jorda of their piopei ty tbaii you aie of yinu-s, 
or why ehoukl they submit "to the Vigpojiul o! vour 
faxliatnent, or any other Parliaiucnt. or Cop.ucil, in 
the world, iwt of their cUetion > Can the iutei veuiron 
of the sea tliat divides ';s cause uispaiity .n rights, or 
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anr.ny ren»on be given, why English Bubject.s, ■who 
live tliree thousand uiiU-s from thei'oyal palace, ahc)nld 
ei joy leM lilierty than tlios<a who flre three hujdrfd 
m;lM3 diftiaiit from it t * * * Kuw mark the min- 
i^:criul plan tor enslaving 113. Well aware that such 
h.iiiiy attempts (to take our property from ns — to de- 
prive u« of that valuable right of trial by jury— to 
seize our personn, aiid carry U i for trial to Great Bri- 
tai -i— to bioi^kade our ports- to destroy i.nr ch'\ners, 
a id change our form of government) would occaeion, 
iiii'l iiad already occasioned s;''eatdiaconteDt in all the 
CDiouies, which might proiluce opposition to these 
liit'iisnrps. an act was passed " to protect, imifmni/p, 
a lid i-rom from punUh mAnt, a^ich a» might be guUty even 
of r-.'inifr 'in enct-eavorin(> V> carry their oppren^hc edicts 
i'lt'o i.(fci(fvj;i.' — D()rf*?V*' Annval He(ji>iter,rol.l'l,f:ages 
au3 and aii 

Were Lincoln and his party plagiarists 
in deppotism ? Did tbey search the En- 
glish Parliamentary Rolls for precedents 
in wrong and outrage? Who does not , 

aaa ir, thJfl nnAtnfirtn frnm thp Rriti'fth art, which Called Kngland on iU Ugs, lud by tlie bill of 

see, in this qtiotation trom rne liriiisn ace , ^ vindicated the Kngiuh Con8ti:ution : tbe»»me 

against the colonists, the exact prototype gpu it which eBtublished the great fun'lamental, ewen- 

of the infamous American Indemnity Act i tial maxim of your liberties, //mt 7w;«!yM«o/£)iy!cni 

of March 3. 1863? The truth is, the ^'""^^'^^'^''^"^^ '"'^ 

whole proceedings of the Repoblican party i On another occasion he eaid : 

in thitt couutrv, for the last six years, dor- l "The Ameiicans have not acted in all thiiige with 

in.rfh« Wiir nnrl a.nr'P nrPi nothing hllfc a i P^"lon^'« ^^"'P®'' : ^^"^ "^'^ 

ingtne war ana Since, are noming d«>' » 1 {in-^-e been dnvou to madness by injustice. WiUyoa 

bald rc-hearsalof English outrages, a mere ! jmnish them for the madness you have occasioned* 

transcript of the niost tyrannic laws | W M p^rude^^^^^^^ 



1 Union of onrs ? The halls of St. Stephens 
\ echoed back the sentiments of Faneail 
j Hall. Tiie great Earl of Chi^tham, while 
I he claimed absolute dominion by the 
; crown over the colonies upon every other 
! question, startled the tyrant upon his 
throne in his bold and eloquent denuncia- 
tion of the doctrine of taxation without 
representation. In his speech, in the 
House of Commons, on the 20th day of 
January, 1775. he said : 

" This resistance to your arbitrary system of tan 
tion mipht have been foreseen ; it was obv ions from 
th» nature of things and of mankind ; and aboretll, 
from the whiggish spirit flourishing in that country. 
Th6 spirit which now resists your taxation in Aner 
ioa is the same which formerly opposed loans, benevo- 
lences and ship money in England; the .same spirit 



against the rights and liberties of our Rev 
ohitionary forefathers. 

Here, then, my fellow-citizens, is the 
great and cardinal doctrine which ander- 
lifs the whole structure of our Govern- 
ment. The principle that a people shall 
not be taxed without their consent, or 

without representation, and that the mill , _ . 
tarv must be subordinate to the civil pow- I fact, that an Americrn Congress, sitting 
er, 'is recognized wherever liberty exists, I under a written Constitution whichclearly 
as the great fundamental /Jm of Constitu- i forbids such monstrous usurpation of pow- 
tional Government. It is proudly an- er, should be willing to deprive ten mil- 
nounced to the world iu our Declaration lions of American freemen of representa- 
ot Independence. It is solemnly declared i tive Government, and yet tyrannically im- 
iu the Constitution of the United States, i pose upon them all the burdens and all the 



example. 

' Upon the wholw, I will beg leave to tell thehooM 
what 19 my opinion. It is, that the stamp act be re- 
pealed, absolutely, totally, unconditionally and iume- 
diately. That the reason for the repeal be astipjed, 
beca'ute it vas founded on an erroneous priiiciple-taxa- 
lion vHliiout reprenentatioii." 

Oh ! my fellow-citizens, how humilia- 
ting, how melancholy, how startiiag is tie 



which every member of Congress who now 
denies it to the Southern people, has sworn j 
to support and maintain, with nplifted , 
hand, before God and man. No crowned i 
king upon the throu© of England for the i 
la»t two hundred years, no English Par- 
liament, with the single exception of the 
American Stamp Act, has dared to impose 
a tax upon the people against their con- 
sent, or without representation in the 
body imposing the tax. There are two 
old rthiresor counties in England, Durham 
and Chester, which never have been tax- 
ed, not even did Charles I. dare to levy 
his ship money upon them, for the reason 
that they never were represented in the 
Hou.se of Commons. Shall liberty be bet- 
ter protected in England than in viiie 



obligations of that Government. I saj 
here before this audience of free-born citi- 
zens that the proposition is vionstroua- 
that it is the very essence of tyranny and 
oppression —and 'that no Government on 
earth, not an absolute monarchy, c&ulong 
exist in the exercise of such gross usurpa- 
tion of power. The so-called Republican 
]iarty, having changed front upon this 
question, occupy their present position 
upon two assumed grounds of justificalioD: 
First, that the States lately in rebellion 
are out of the Union '; and second, that it 
is a just punuhment for their rebi^llion. 
Both of these propositions are wholly un- 
tenable. The Southern States, as States, 
are vot oat of the Union ; and Congress is 
wholly without power, legally or coustitu- 
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tionally, to inflict any pnnisliment what- 
ever. Tliat great power of executing the 
Jay?, and punishment can only be inflicted 
by virtue of some existing law, l»eh)ngs 
exclusively to another and a cu ordinate 
branch of tlie Government. Any attempt 
ly Congresii to exercise this great judicial 
power is gross usurpation, and is aub 
versive of the great principles of the Gov- 
ern in en t. 

It is difficult, fellow-citizens, to keep 
pace with this Republican party in its sud- 
den cliange of pnsiuon as to where, by the 
Constitution, the great power of this Gov- 
ernment is deposited. But t wo shortyears 
ago, it was not the Legislative, but the Ex- 
ecutive Department, which was supreme 
over all t'je rest. Indeed, at that time, to 
question or criticise the acVs of the Presi- 
dent, was denounced as disloyalty to the 
Government ; to be incredulous as to the 
wisdom or propriety of Abraham Lincoln, 
was absolute and unmitigated treason, 
and the inconsiderate culprit was fortu- 
nate, indeed, if he did not find himself in- 
carcerated iu some military fortress, or 
tried and .shot by some drum-head court- 
martial. Men were arrested and binished 
the country not for anything which tiiey 
had dune, but for some possible thing 
which they vii</ht do. 'Although the great 
tDa6e,of the Kf publican leaders had shout- 
ed themselves hoarse, in the canvass un- 
der Fremont, for " free press " and " free 
epeecti," yet when Abraham Lincoln or- 
dered the suppression of more than one 
hundred Democratic newspapers, and im- | 
prisoned thousands of men for words spo- 1 
ken in debate, they sent up loud hosiianas, j 
aid made the welkin ring winh their plau- 1 
ditsf^r the outrage. But, picjto! change! 
The Presidential t)tlico has now lost all its 
virtue, and they have, indeed, shorne it of 
all its power. The National Executive, in | 
view of iis late usurped powers under 
Lincoln, like s >me huge Leviathan. 

" Prone on tlit flood extended long and large, 
Lay tloatinj; raauy a rood." 

But it iloats there now as a dead carcass, 
swollen by past usurpation, with all its 
constitutional life crushed out, alike pow- 
erless for good !:r evil. All the great pow- 
ers of the Govjinment, legislative, exocu- 
tive and judiciai, iu defiance of the Con- 
stitution, and in despite ot the solemn ad 
nioniiioi 6 of the Father of his Country, 
have beei. absorbed b> a mere fragment of 
the vJoupress of the Uuited States- We 



are now living under as naked a Despot- 
ism, by usurpation, as ever cursed or per- 
secuted a people, ancient or modern. This 
powerful and unscrupulous organization 
not only change their attack upon the sev- 
eral departments of the Government aa 
may best suit their purposes, but their 
proclivities, for change iu other respects 
are equally facile aud convenient. Upon 
the great aud vital question of the unity 
of Constitutional Government over all the 
States, and of the anbroken reciprocal re- 
lation of all the States themselves to the 
Government, they have changed from one 
extreme to the other. Dare auy Rapubli- 
can deny this proposition to be true? The 
public records of the country, legislative, 
executive and judicial, bear overwhelming 
evidence of the fact. Daring the whole 
progress of the war, whether in victory or 
defeat, to suit their purposes, they claimed 
that the Southern States were never out of 
the Union ; while now, for mere party 
purposes and selfish aims, they unblush- 
iugly assert they are but the vicciras of the 
sword as conquered territory ; and wheth- 
er they shall ever again be admitted into 
the Union as States, depends entirely 
upon the arbitrary will of a vindictive aud 
partisan Congress. I shall not multiply 
the proof upon this proposition. I shall 
give you but two instances, though tscoros 
of them might be produced. In April, 
1862, iu the debate ia the Senate of the 
United States, on the resolutions of Mr- 
Sxmuer in aid of emancipation. Senator 
Sherman, of this State, one of the ac- 
knowledged leaders of the party, said : 

" I, thoreforo, cmnot help but say that wliile I re- 
spect the motives of tt.e bou jrable Seoator from Mi-s- 
s.ochuaett.'*, while I give him credit for coasistoncy, 
ability, aud a great doil of culture, aud am alwayi* 
gUd to hear him speak, yet I m ast coufesa that when 
I looked over his resol'iuioos, thev struck me with 
surprise and regret. They would revolutionize thin 
Ooveniinmt. Sir, strike Ou tilates out of thui syntem of 
government, and your Government ;* lout and gone.— 
I eanmtconcei c of the TTnited States got enatxg colonies 
and pronincex containing miUionft upon mUlions of peo- 
ple, blaek aitd white. lao not think nuch a thing can exitt. 
I do not believe it is in the \)Ower of seceasion to 
bring us to siicn a state of things, lean draw no di'v- 
tincHon between the resolutions of the Senator frow Mat 
sachvxeitt and tJudoctrinss that areproclaitned by Je/er- 
son Davit. * » * * The doctrine of the Senator is 
substautidlty an acknowledgment of the righc of se- 
cession, of the right to seoede. He, however, puts 
the States in the condition of abject Territoria. to be 
governed by Cong regg. Jeffersc i Davis puts io in vhe 
pmwr o/ the pwple of thu States to govern the Sc»to« 
themselves. J.« to i«/nWi the most dangerout or obi «x- 
iom doctrine, i' I'ai'C every man to determine."— Congres- 
aional Globe, y!th Gimgresg, p 1495. 

Bravely said, Mr Senator Sherman ! and 
yet afterwards, in July, 1867, whea peace 



reigned profound throughout the land, 
you either cowardly or dishonestly voted 
for one of the most iutamous bills which 
ever disgraced the legislatiba of a free 
people, and which strnch down every State 
in the Soiiih; abolished every civil institu- 
tion, courts, juries, magistrates, legisla- 
tures, political and municipal rights; 
every privilege known to civilization ; and 
erected in their stead a huge militaiy 
despotism, placing the lives, the liberties 
and the property of the entire white peo- 
ple ot the South, without remedy or appeal, 
at ibe mercy of a military pro consul. 
What a pink of consistency ia this brave 
Ohio Senator ! and yet he is only a type of 
his class, a sample of the party to which he 
belongs. 

Let U8, now, for a brief moment, turn to 
a still greater light of Republicanism, 
Thad. Stevens. On the 9th day of lust 
mouth, Mr. Stevens introduced into the 
House of Representatives this monstrous 
bill ol abominations. On that occasion, he 
spoke as follows : 

"It ought to be known before this time by the Pres- 
ident of the XJuited States — it is kno^n, I tnist, b^- the 
scholars in every color*-d school iu this diatrict— 'hAt 
the ' onstitution of ile Uuitfd Suites riots not apply 
to .my territory. The Slates are paiiios to the ' ousti- 
li'.tion; thoj at o the tontractiug powers; ihevarethe 
iinbstantive body. 'J'erritoiy, however, acquLed by 
pnrchaso or coJiywesf, or by iiilie. itance, is the property 
enly of ttiat t.nbstaijtive jxiwer, '\t' that power bound 
by the Constitution, and tbao power alone isjiOTerBea 
by the Constitution, but does not e:iteiid for any pur- 
pose into any territorj- or conjiueiod province. V\ hy, 
then, talk about the Constitiiticn jepulatingtbe action 
of >^ ^ugiess iu a province, iu a tenitoiy, in a conquer- 
ed State, whether Cdnqutred fiom alegitinjate State 
or an illegitimate State V I may be ashed how -we 
■would treat the Confederate Siat-^s of Ameiica? Jugt 
(If: Ciimjiens cliooacH. Thev ake OLh PKofEhTV ; their 
cUiiens are our t-ubjects. TntiK lives, iheik i.iBEitriES, 

AKE ftL'lUtCl TO THE Bl THEME WILL OF XHUi llODV."— 

Cfngretifionul (Jlobe, iOth Congrcis, i>. 54a. 

Here, then, my fellow-citizens, we have 
the two phases of Republicanism upon 
this greatand all absorbing question of the 
Union of these States; the one held du- 
ring the w^r, and ihe other adopted since. 
The idea of Stevens, carried into this 
bill, for the indiscriminate punishment 
of ten nuillions of people, is one of the 
most uelarious schemes of cruelty and j 
wrong, and ot uc«arped power, that was j 
ever suggested by political vengeance.— | 
He boldly asserts that Congress holds i 
in the hollow of its hand the lite of ! 
every white niau in the South ! Did | 
Kero, or ('alignla. or Robespierre claim | 
moie ? And thisis tbekind of Government, j 
is it, which Washington, andFianklin, and i 
Jfcf^rsou, and Madison put iu operatiou ! 



in 1787 ? No, no. mj friends, not that— 
not that. 

Now, fellow citizens, if it ;s true that 
there is no constitutional right for auy 
one or more States to secede from the 
Federal Union, as contradistinguit^Led 
from the common right of revoluiioii for 
good cause existing, which is a natural 
right inherent iu the people of all govera- 
meuts; then all the ordinances of seces- 
sion were mere paper uulliries, and whol- 
ly and utterly void; aud the Southern 
people, having failed to withdraw their 
States and foim aud inaintaiu a new gov- 
ernmeut, 6;/ /t>>Y C of arms, it follows as a 
logical conclusion, that the States in re- 
belliou never were practically out of the 
Utiion. The question may be srated in 
this wise : the Uuiou is either dissolved or 
it is not dissolved. These Southern 
States, iu their political character of 
States, aie either hi or they arc o«fof 
that Union, as a constitutional fact. They 
cannot occupy both posiiious at one and 
the same time, any more than a matmial 
body can occupy two portions of space at 
one aud the same time. This is the inev- 
itable logic of the problem, if we admit, 
as we must admit, that there are but two 
modes, outside of mutual consent, by 
which they can get out at all, to wit: by 
secession, if they have the constitutional 
right to secede; or by force of arms, in a 
revolution prosecuted to a successful ter- 
mination, w hether they have such right 
t " uot. If this position is correct, and it 
was, in effect, the clear and distinct posi- 
tion of President Liucoln aud his Cabinet 
in the conduct of the war, by what author- 
ity, or by what show of rea.son or consti- 
tutional power, can Congress deny to 
these ten Southern States representation 
in the councils of the government ? Their 
power of rejection, so far as they have 
any such power, is clearly aud explicitly 
defined iu the Constitution itself. It is 
only by virtue of that in.'^truiueut ibat 
Congress itself exists. That power ap- 
plies solely to viemhers and not to States. 
It touches only tlve personal qualificaiious 
of wdividitah, and not the political quali- 
fication of States in their capacity ot cou- 
fe<ierated sovereignties. The law of a 
common commercial partnership between 
individuals, although there ia no compar- 
ison between the two cases iu dignity and 
importance, will aptly enough illustrate 
the queetiou. Any one or more members 
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of a common pai tnerslup cannot arbitra- 
rilv expel a fellow member from the fiiin, 
altiiougb in law and in fact be may have 
forfeited all ligbc to niemberebip. Tbey 
Lave DO such power. The law can ordain 
a dissolution, but not a portion only of the 
partners. So in this great Union or polit- 
ical partnership of States; Massachusetts, 
as a State or a member of the partnership, 
has no consiitutioual power to decifle 
ffUether or not South Carolina, as a State, 
is a rightful member of such Union. Any 
such theory as that would produce con- 
fusion, and conflict, and anarchy in our 
whole confederated system. Our fathers 
wisely provided for even so remote a cou- 
tiugeucy. Upon all such questions, they 
Ret over all the States and all the depart- 
ments uf the General Government, a grand 
national judicial tribunal, whose decrees 
were to be the supreme law of the land, 
and whose determinations, when deliber- 
ately made, are declared to be final and ir- 
reversible. If the present Radical Con- 
gress have the right and the Constitution- 
al power to say that South Carolina shall 
not be represented in the councils of the 
fiotion as they have even gone so far as to 
jay KeLtucky shall not be, then they Lave 
precisely the same right and power to say 
that the sovereign State of Ohio shall not 
be represented, whether in or out of re- 
bellion. If she shall go Democratic this 
fall, I shall not be at all surprised if the 
proposiiion is made to expel her, upon 
tlie ground of her disloyalty. The whole 
tiling will depend upon Massachusetts. 
Congress assumes to uct, not upon the 
personal qualifications of the individual 
member, as to his age or citizeuship, or 
ffhether he has been legally returned by 
amajority of the qualified elec>ors of his 
district; but upon the question whether 
tlie State, as such, in her character of a sis 
ter sovereign sltall he represented at all. 
There could, in my humble opinion, be no 
clearer violation of the Constitution than 
tliis. It. would be erecting a tribunal 
withio the Constitution, by its mere crea- 
tors, higher than the Constitution itself ; 
for it nowhere appears in that instrument, 
by the slightest implication of its terms, 
tiat a State, ossuch, can forfeit her right 
« a member of the Union. The idea 
tiat a majority of the States shall have 
'ilie power to expel or annihilate another 
ira minority of the States, is a rank and 



naked political heresy, and is too absurd 
; to merit argument. 

! But, my fellow- citizens, outside of these 
j constitutional questions, and simply as a 
j question of policy and humanity, what is 
! the great duty of the Jtour, set before the 
[American people? Is it mercy or is it 
[ vengeance I Answer me, not as Turks or 
j Hottentots, not as wild savage-a or rude 
! barbarians, but as men, as intelligent citi- 
! zens, as Evangelized Christians in the 
i nineteenth century of the Prince of Peace, 
j For one, standing here as a man and as an 
! American citicen, yielding to none in de- 
votion to the best interests of my country, 
I have DO hesitation in saying that this 
duty will be best performed by admitting 
these Southern people at once and uncon- 
ditionally, except the imposition of the 
CoQstitutionsl oath of allegiance, into this 
great family of independent common- 
wealths. But, eay our political opponents, 
and I give them the benefit of their posi- 
tion, these men are secessionists and trai- 
tors, and should be punished as such by 
excluding them from all the privileges and 
benefits of the Government which they 
sought to overthrow. The plain and sim- 
ple answer to this objection is, that if they 
are traitors in a technical and legal seuise, 
after we acknowledged them as a belliger- 
ent power under the law of nations, tbeir 
treason and its consequences are clearly 
defined in a written Constitution, aod the 
aws of the country amply furnish the 
means and the manner of their punish- 
ment. But I repeat, that punishment can 
only be meted ouc to individuals, and not 
to States. 

The whole policy of the Republicaa 
party in relation to the question of recon 
ciliation and reunion of the two great 
sections lately in armed conflict, is not 
only unwise and impolitic, but it is wholly 
unsnited and reppgnant to a people ac- 
customed to liberty and law. It is a most 
fatal mistake to suppose that we can cure 
the evils of civil war by furnishing new 
and more aggravated grounds for rebel- 
lion. Such a policy may suit an arbitrary 
and despotic government in form, not 
based upon popular opinion, and not de- 
riving its authority from the popular will, 
for the reason th&t force is the very essence 
of its existence ; but you never can attach 
a proud and free people to such a govern- 
ment, except by just and equal laws. If 
the immense mass of legislation, by Con- 
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gress, in relation to the late rebellion, 
falsely denominated acts of reconstruction, 
was intended as SLpnnislmmt to a whole 
people, dragged into revolution by a few 
restless and desperate parties on both 
sides of the unhappy controversy, in 
God's name has not that punishment, in 
addition to the ruin and devastation of 
the war itself, been ample and comprehen- 
sive enough ? is there to be no limit to 
our vengeance f Is there to be no change 
iu a policy which can end only in univer- 
sal anarchy and ruin? Is it not monstrous 
to fasten upon the entire white population 
of the South a fate and a degradation un- 
known in all history — that of subjecting, 
by force, an educated and civilized peo- 
ple to be the raere poliiical vassals, the 
hewers of wood and drawers of water to 
an ignorant and barbarous people, who, 
prior to the war, were themselves the 
slaves of the conquered t In the pro- 
fonndest depths of social and political 
degradation, there is no "lower deep" 
than that. Such a thing has no precedent 
in history. Rotne, in her worst days of 
rapacity and conquest, never was guilty 
of such refined cruelty, such unnatural 
wrong. She conqcered the rude nations 
around her, not to degrade and destroy bj 
her power, but to refine and elevate by 
her laws. She carried her laws and her 
civilization along with her conquering le- 
gions, and gave to her rude and conquered 
enemies at least all the rights of a colonial 
Kuman citizenship. No, my fellow-citi- 
zens, mercy, and not vengeance, is the 
great duty of the hour. When we take 
into full and candid consideration the 
complex and delicately balanced powers, 
the great diversity of interests, and the 
antagonism of opinion which Ms existed, 
and which must exist in such a govern- 
ment as ours, and when we recollect tbat 
the great and sanguinary conflicts which 
took place on the fields of Gettysburg, of 
Antietam, or of Chancellorsville, were 
bat intensified forms of the battles which 
for a quarter of a century before had been 
fought between Webster and Hayne, and 
Clay and Calhoun, npon the same ques- 
tions and for the same end, caused by an 
honest bat wide difference ot opinioa as 
to what our Government is or was intend- 
ed to be ; when we look at these things 
aa philosophers and not as partisans, as 
Christians and not aa fiends, charity, for- 
bearanee, forgiveness ebould mark the 



[ conduct of both rulers and people. It i| 
through this spirit only that our Govern- 
ment can last. If hatred and vengeance 
and oppression shall be permitted to take 
and bold its place, then indeed are tbe 
days of the Union numbered, and the lib- 
erty which springs from it, and is secured 
by it, will bo extinptuished forever. 

We are now, fellow-citii^ens, reaping 
the bitter fruits of a departure from the 
early course of the Government, the dire 
consequences of neglecting the wise ad- 
monitions of Washiugton in relation to 
sectional feelings and geographical preju- 
dices. We have passed through tlie fiery 
furnace of a war, heated by the bad pas- 
sions of both parties ; let us now wiselj 
eadeavor to restore peace and hartnonv 
with the bitter knowledge war has givea 
us of each other's power for destruction, 
as well as a better understanding of each 
other's wants and character. The war it- 
self was a reproach npon free institutions; 
do not let our conduct since iis termina- 
tion be also a reproach upon justice and 
humanity. Let us not, at least, be inferior 
to the heathen nations of aitiquity in all 
thut dignifies man and elevates bim above 
the unreasoning fierceness of tbe brute 
creation. I never could think, during the 
progress of the war, without an emotion 
almost amounting to tears, of that eablime 
and touching passage in Roman history, 
when one of their civil wars was brought 
to a sudden and happy end by the frater- 
nal feeling and magnanimity of the com- 
mon soldiery. Livy relates that daring 
the consulship of Marcos Valerius Corvus 
there was a law of Rome that a debtor 
and his whole family might be sold as 
slaves for the benefit of the creditor. This 
hard and cruel law, passed by the Patri- 
cian Senate in its days of arbitrary pow- 
er, bad created discontent among the 
commons of Rome and in the outlying 
provinces, and particularly in the array of 
Campania. A large section of the com- 
moQS seceded from the Government oj 
JBomc, and, uniting with the army of Cam- 
pania, raised the standard of revolt. The 
forces of the city, under the commando 
Valerius, marched out to give battle to 
the insurgents, who were posted in strong 
force outside the city, under Titus Qainti- 
us. The historian further states thatas 
soon as the army sent to oppose them 
came in sight, and they distinguished tbe 
arms and the well-known standards of 
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their conn try, their regard for each other 
instantly softened every hostile breast in 
that mighty Lost. The two armies stood 
gazin'g at each ether in mute silence ; the 
electric sympathy of race, of common 
brotherhood, and of a common love of 
conntry, overcame their hostile feelings 
and intentions ; they threw down their 
weapons, ruslied into each other's arms, 
and peace and harmony was restored amid 
the tears and sobs and rtjoicinge of the 
whole giad people of Rome. That was a 
scene of moral grandeur and heroic self- 
conquest which the mythical gods of Rome 
themselves might have looked down upon 
with admiration. What a contrast does 
that memorable scene, enacted in heathen 
Rome more than two thoQsand years ago, 
present to the miserable drama'of hatred 
and wrong enacted in the Capitol at Wash- 
ington by the representatives of the Amer- 
ican people ! Another scene, from a less 
veritable page of Roman history, starts up 
to our view. We learn from one of the 
old legends of that people, that a deep 
and wide-openiug gulf suddenly appeared 



only remedies for the mighty evils that 
are upon ns. The question of Union stands 
high above even that of finance, or trade, 
or comroerce, for the reason that it embra- 
ces, and it only can ultimately sustain, all 
these great public interests. It is the 
great circle which includes all the lesser 
ones. That Union can only be restored or 
maintained by the spirit which made it. 
Some portion of that spirit of compromise 
and concession which animated our fathers 
in overcoming almost the same difficuliies 
in founding the Republic, is more essential 
now in avoiding the dangers which threat- 
en to overthrow and destroy it. If we 
are wise, if we are honest, it we are willing 
to be guided by the solemn admonitions of 
history, we will lose uone of the precious 
time which is slipping from us in binding 
these Slates once more together by an 
equal and common interest in all the great 
rights and privileges of a common Consti- 
tati<m. 

There is another view to be taken of 
the situation, which, though not involving 
so high a question of moral duty, is yet of 



in the Forum of the seveu-hiil'd city; and { vast importance to the great interests of 



that the oracle declared it would never 
close until Rome threw into it her most 
precious and priceless jewels. Marcus 
Cartius, with the declaration that love of 
country was the richest jewel of a nation, 
leaped into the jaws of the greedychasm, 
and its dark walls closed upon him forever, 
lu a typical sense, we too have a yawning 
gulf in our midst, running from Chesa- 
peake Bay to the sea of Mexico ; but our 
oracle, seated in the breast of many an 
anxious patriot, indicates quite a different 
eacrifice from that of the Roman. It an- 
nounces to ns, in tones of solemn warning, 
that tbis deep aud separating abyss never 
will close until all which is now rankling 
in the American mind, hatred, bigotry, 
oppression and wrong, are thrown into it, 
as a common sacrifice to peace and reunion. 
Thus, fellow-citizens, I have presented to 
you what I conceive to be the high moral 
solution of the difficulties by which we 
are surrounded, and the great dntif of the 
hour which devolves upon every true pat- 
riot and lover of his country well and 
wisely to perform. A great national ca 
lamiry has been brought upon us by the 
comrn(»n errors and thecommon wrongs of 
both p!trti«-s to the contest, the Republi- 
cans of the North and the Secessionists of 
the South. Amnesty and Union are the 



the country, and cantiot well be omitted in 
the consideration of the emergencies of 
the terrible crisis in which the nation ia in- 
volved, and that is the question of finance 
and taxation. Yon will permit me to make 
but a single point upon it. The public 
debt of the conntry is admitted, I believe 
on all hands, to be about the sum of 
$3,000,000,000 in the bonds of the Gov- 
ernment and otherwise. Three Thousand 
Millions of Dollars! Those few words 
slip very easily <iff the tongue. They do 
not strike the miud, ordinarily, with that 
stunning and overwhelming force which 
belongs to the real magnitude cf the sum. 
The minds of the people have been made 
so familiar with great and almost fabulous 
sums of money during the war — the steal- 
ings of shoddy eoutractors, camp follow- 
ers, and official agents of the Republican 
party generally— that the idea of millions, 
like the first few drops of the tippler, has 
lost all its power of stimulation. The stu- 
dent of history, however will appreciate 
the vast proportions of this public debt, 
when he reflects that it is about equal to 
that extraordinary and huge system of 
public finance known as the national debt 
of Eugland, which has been accumulating 
for two hundred years, and represents the 
expenses of all her great wars from the 
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time of Marlborough to that of Welling- i to their real intrinsic value, o.r wliat ig 
ton; with this great difference as a burden : the same thing, if the currency v as re- 
npon the respective countries, that En- i duced, either by law or a comiuercial cri- 
glaod's resourcep, moi-e than double ours, j sis, to its real value mca.suit d by rhe 
and that she pays at the rate of less tban | gold standard, it would d\;\g duwn \Yith 
one-half the interest that we do— Three ■ it the value of property also : h) that 
thousand millions of dollars! — it requires , we should find as one of the vtsultsof 
reflection, calculation, comparison, to re- j the war, and in conniH tion wilh the 
alize the full extent of its vast accumula | Huancial bearings of debt a:;d taxulioii; 
tion. It is so far be.>ond all ordinary or ! that the real estate of ih^ country bad 
possible range of individual, or even fisso in fact actually' decreased in value since 
ciated private business, that the mind ; 1660. 

fails to comprehend it as an abstraction.! Now, this immense public debt, al- 
Standing in ihe depart, ueut of public af- | though it is not now in proce.-s of piiyraent 
fairs, it can only he measured by some ! as to its capital, is already pressing down 
kindred subject, which either controls or i the people, even in the present plethoiic 
is controlled by it. Let us, then, look at | condition of the currency, \vit,h a weight 
it for a moment in relation to the primary I of taxation unknown anywhere else on 
thing which it represents, or rather that ! the face of the earth, to raise ihe means io 
which it rests upon and binds, and will in | pay its accruing interest. No public debt 
the end coutiol, as a security for its re- j of tbe world has commanded the exorbi- 
payment, and we can then form some ade- \ taut rate ot interest we are now paying 
quate conception of its vast and startling ! on ours. Tbat interest, ia round nuui- 
significance. The official public statistics bers, amounts to nearly the -sum of $200,- 
of the country tor IdGO, the year preced 000.000 per annum; au amount wliich 
iog the war, and certainly when the coun- I would have carried on the govt runient, in 
try was at its highest pitch of wealth and i all its expenses, ordinary and extraoi- 
prosperity, show that the aggregate value 1 dinary, for fifteen years. uii»U'r the udmia. 
of the entire real estate, lauds and town ; istratioas of John Quincy Adams and Gen. 
lots and buildings, in the whole United j Jackson. Tbe amount of nnn uue raised 
States, North and South, was the sum of i by taxes, either direct or indiu c^. to pay 
$6,925, 195,3.}3, or within u fraction of j this semi-annual interest, ai d fvu- theother 
seven thousand millionsof dollars. Itthere- j wants of the government, amounted, dar- 
fore appears, according to the last census | ing the fiscal year just i iuled, to the 
report, that our national debt, to say uoth- enormous sum of $55S,OU0,y0iJ. Ii is per- 
iug of the debts of the several States, and | feet madness to suppose that any goveic- 
aii other forms of valid public liability, ! ment on earth, wbetiier Iri m or despotic, 
equal, perhaps, to a lljousand millions of ol equal resources, cau long stand such an 
dollars more, amounts nearly to one-half annual drain upon its poucrs. The peo- 
of tbe value of the real property iu the pie must have retrencbmei'.t and reform, 
whole United States! Excludiug Ken- | radical and immediate, or misery aud ruin 
tucky, llaiy land and Delaware from the | must bo their portion. At iliis i ate ol re- 
Southern situation, (although if we look I ducing the property of the country to rtv- 
atthe pc'iuted legislation of the July Cc-n- | enne.for it will approximate that procese 
gress, just closed, we may well put these j whenever tbe crisis shall come, it would 
three States in the caiagory of the se- , require a period of levss than ten years to 
ceding States, for a committee is even i absorb the entire real esratr nt tbe North. 
DOW Id Session to put them under the ban i Will the American people ever wake up 
ot a like despotism.) the Soutbern States ' to a just appreciation of tbt se staitliug 
represented, in 1660, about the sum of j facts".' If they do, and ea;i divest iLtm- 
$2,000,000,000 of this valuation, or nearly i selves of the maddening inlluei.ces of par- 
one- third of ths whole value of all the I ty hatred and veugea;ice. (Coi tiie war ii- 
real estate of the Union. In the present j self was a naked political quc-sLion,) will 
inflated condition of the circulating medi- ! not the fact that lo restoie these Suuih- 
um of the country, real estate in the \ eru States to the fostering iiiliueucts of 
North has undoubtedly advanced iu price, j the Union and const quenily to the pios- 
thongh not in real value, since 1860. But j perity which belongs to j-enewtd lifeaud 
if both money and property were reduced vigor ia all the channels of industrji 
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trade and commerce, from rt'hich. iu other | 
days, 80 much of the public leveuues of j 
tho goverumeut were obtaiueri, be the i 
Barest meaus of relief frdrn a burden now j 
ahuost too grievous to bear, at orce eug- | 
geet the remedy, for the evils of this most 
unnatural separation ? The problem ie 
certainly a very plain and simple one. 
The ammiDt of biain suflicient to make a 
demagogue can fully comprehend it. But 
"harlatans instead of statesmen now rule 
the great affairs of rhe people, and the 
people themselves must suffer the conae 
yaences until they shall hurl them from 
power. A full conception of all that the j 
people of the South are suffering, and all 
that we are losing, from the present con- 
dition of things, ought to impel every 
thinking honest man in the country to 
craah out, by his vote and influence, the 
miserable and destructive policy of these 
Radical Republicans. So long as that i 
policy shall be pursued towards the 
Soathern people, they will be, as they 
DOW are, a charge upon the public cof- 
fers of the nation instead of coctiibutors. | 
Its effect, upon the single arlicle vf cot- 
tou, to say nothing of the other great sta- 
ple products of rice, sugar and tobacco, is 
almost incredulous. The statistics of 
1860 farther show that the product of that 
year was as follows : AMbaraa, 997,97,'J 
hales ; Arkan8as, 367,485 ; Florida, 63,- 
322; Georgia, 761.8-16; Louisiana, 722,- 
218; South Carolina. 353,413; Miesissip- 
pi, 1,195 621; IS%.ith Carolina, 145.514; 
Tenne.-Hee, 227.450 ; Texas, 405,100. To- 
tal, 5.182 205. Tii).s crop of cotton, at 20 
cents per pound, which is a low estimate, 
would be worth the sum of $518.220 000. 
The amount now produced, since the war, 
aod even lindtr the stimulation of North- 
ern men as growers, is about 1,500,000 
bales— a falling off of 3,682 205 bales— 
and also showing a deficit in value of 
1378,220.000; so that in the single article 
ot cotton We lose in actual revenue to 
lighten the burden of taxation, at the 
present rate levied upon the raw material, 
the enormous 80 m of ^54.205,750 per an- 
num ; while at the same timH we are com- 
pelled to pay oat of our own pockets $35,- 
000,000 a year to govern the Southern 
people by the bayonet and the negro bal- 
lot, instead of administering the C<m6titu- 
tion and laws through the inetramentali- 
ty of courts and the white man's ballot. 
But atill more : even the tax now levied 



I upon raw cotton, as against the planting 
j producer, does not nece.s.'^.i^rily go into the 
i treasury of the United States as unquali- 
j fied revenue ; for if you will look into thi.-j 
I law, made by Yankees for the benefit of 
Yankee cotton mill nabobs, you will find 
that upon certain conditions of tran-i^por- 
tation to special markets, these !ords of 
the spindle are entitled to receive the 
amount of tax thus levied aod paid, as a 
drawback upon the manufactured article 
in his hands. 

This is the kind of class legislation that 
a Republican Congres f-.re treating the 
j people to. It is in this spirit that almost 
all our Federal laws are made. It was in 
this spirit that four hundred millions of 
dollars in the lands of the people and Gov- 
ernment bonds postponed both for security 
and payment lor .the benefit of favored 
creditors, have been voted to gigantic 
i railroad schemes, a large number of the 
speculators and shareholders in which you 
will find to have some mysterious connec- 
tion, by blood or otherwise, with the law- 
I making power at Washington. Upon all 
the great questioDS of trade and business, 
as between the farmers and mechauics of 
the West and lordly capitalists aod manu- 
facturers of the East, we are as complete- 
ly the political serfs of these Yankee cor- 
morants as are the Coolies of China to 
I heir task masters. There atauds this 
Radical majority rn Congress, New En- 
gland with uer twelve Senators represent- 
ing a population not much greater than 
that of Ohio with her two Senators, impe- 
riously shaping all the legislation oi the 
country to suit their own purposes, with 
no more regard for the obligations of the 
Constitution than if they were playing a 
game of base ball, or engaged in any other 
species of amusement. All this, and more, 
comes through the blessed raiasion of mod- 
ern Radical Republicanism ! But let us 
return, for a moment to the South,^ iu a 
further development of its immense capa- 
bilities to furnish the means of national 
wealth, as a basis for public revenue, if by 
a wise course of statesmanship she were 
restored to the Union. The whole amount 
of live stock in the United States, in 1860, 
was a fraction over one thousand millions 
of dollars, of which $452,330,331 was in 
the South, being nearly one-half of the en- 
tire amount in the Union. Almost the 
whole of that in the South was swept out 
of existence by the war ; and the process 
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of replacing it will bo very slow, if not 
impossible, in the present unsettled condi- 
tion of the Southern people. They had 
2,684,977 head of swine more than we 
had. They produced about one-third the 
amount of wheat that we did. They 
were nearly equal to us in the production 
of lodia.-^ corn. They produced onfi-fifth 
of the whole amount of wool in the United 
States; and their manufactured articles 
amounted to the sum of $175,000,000. 
They produced 187,403,173 pounds of rice. 
429,364,751 pounds of tobacco, 16 :337,160 
gallons of molasses, and 302,205 hogs- 
heads of sugar ; so that we might safely 
estimate the whole amount of revenue lost 
to the Government upon these articles, in- 
cluding cotton, at the round sum of $100,- 
000,000 per annum. Is this not an object 
worthy of the highest efforts of the politi- 
cal economist f Does not the character of 
the mere politician sink into the most ut- 
ter insignificance when brought to grapple 
with questions like thist— and is not the 
good sense of a people wholly overclouded 
when they permit, for any lougtr period 
than they can remedy the evil at the bal- 
lot-box, Kuch fellows to guide and control 
the great affairs of State f I need not say 
to you, my fellow citizens, that we here in 
the North will feel this great loss the more 
or less sensibly just in the ratio that our 
financial affairs shall hereafter become 
more or less disturbed. When the crash 
comes, as come it will, woe either to the 
tax payer or the tax-gatherer! I feel no 
inclination to lift the vci! from what shall 
take place in the poitentious future, and 
in this untried country of ours as to such 
scenes, when the great mass of the labor- 
iui^ and producing peoi)le shall be unable 
to pay their taxes, and their property will 
be seized upon by Federal tax collectors to 
liquidate the crushing assessments made 
upon them. "SuflScient unto the day is 
the evil thereof." We do not see the better 
days in the South, promised by Northern 
demagogues, when the war should change 
the eystt-m of labor in that region. We 
all recollect the confident and high-sound- 
ing predictions of the Republican journal- 
ists and orators as to what the negro would 
do, as a producer of these staple articles in 
bis new character oi freedman. The thing 
has proved almost an entire failure, as 
every Northern man will testify who went 
there to employ them as field hands io the 
caltivation of sugar iad cotton. The 



same results which occurred in Jamaica 
and Antigua, have, as a general thing, 
been reproduced in the South. Tlie broad 
and fertile fields of that sunny laud lie in 
dreary waste, and v. ill so remain until a 
change of policy shall take place in the 
administration of the Government. 

Is it wisdom wilfully to shut our eyes to 
all experience of the past? Is not the ne- 
gro of Hayti and Jamaica the same as the 
negro of Georgia and South Carolina t 
The Mountain" or Jacobin department 
of the French Revolutionary Assembly of 
1793. the prototype in all things of the 
Radicals in the American Revolutionary 
Assembly of 1867, decreed "impartial" 
freedom to tho blacks of Hayti. After a 
full and fair trial, in a country whose nat- 
ural resources and fertility are unsurpass- 
ed, and with a climate eminently couge- 
nial to the black man,what has been there- 
suit ? In 1790, three years before eman- 
cipation, the exports of Hayti were $27,- 
828,000. After an experiment of seventy 
yeare., they are now, according to a state- 
ment made by Mr. Sumner in the Senate 
of tiie United States, reduced to the sum 
of $2,673,000. Emancipation in Jamaica 
took place iu 1834. It was done at a cust 
to England of $100,000,000, distilled," 
iu tLe language of the London limes, 
*' from the brains and muscles of the En- 
glish laborers." Prior to emancipation 
their exports amounted to $15,000,000; 
after emincipaiion, to $4,000,000. In 
these statistics of West Indian emancipa- 
tiou, we can clearly road the future of the 
negto among us. He will relapse into his 
native barbarism, indolent, improvident, 
brutal. His condition, at this moment, in 
ilayii and Jamaica, is scarcely any better 
than that of his race in the wildest jun- 
gles of Africa; and yet, with all this knowl- 
edge and experience, we propose to confer 
upon such a race the right to make laws 
for the white man, as weU as to administer 
thorn in the character of judges and jur ore 
If the American people shall do this thing, 
or sufifor it to be done by usurpation, they 
will deserve to reap all the dire conse- 
quences of such madness and lolly. 

Thus far, fellow- citizens, I have en- 
deavored to show yoa thai both duty and 
in terest should impel, ua to an immediate 
Union. There is another reason not \vm 
cogent; and that is, security from exter- 
nal danger, in oar relations with the oth- 
er great powers of the world. It is a fact 
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not to be overlooked or disregarded, that 
tbe rapid and wonderfrl progress, hereto- 
fore, ot the United States, to power and 
empire, has been the subject of the keen- 
est jealousy on the part of at least one of 
the great maritime powers of Europe. 
England has not only been our former 
open and armed enemy, but she even now 
stands as one of the most alarmed and en- 
vious rivals of our trade and commerce. 
With all her public and ofiScial professions 
of amity and good feeling, she would de- 
liver a blow to-day at our national life, if 
ghe thought she could do so with safety 
to her own existence. She has been tbe 
wily secret plotter of onr destruction for 
the last quarter of a century. Her potent 
finger was largely in the late rebellion ; 
the whole history of the struggle, in my 
opinion, shows that the Confederates had 
assurances of assistance in such fotm that, 
while it would avoid official obligation, it 
would at the same time inspire confidence 
and hope in the South. No other hypoth 
egis can so well explain the madness and 
folly of the rebellion itself. Sbe had, for 
ye»r8 before the war, eent lecturers to 
both sides of the Union, to stir up the sec- 
tional prejudices of the people. It was 
only a few ytais ago that a prominent 
member of her Parliament boldly an- 
Dcnnced in the House of Commons the 
design to break up the American Union. 
No one can read the account of the per- 
fectovation with which Mrs. Stowe, the 
writer of " Uncle Tom's Cabin," was re 
ceived in England, and the speeches made 
at Exeter Hall and Stafford House in- 
1853, without coming to the conclnsion 
that a conspiracy existed among some of 
the leading men of that country to de- 
stroy the union of these States. Now, 
can any man tell me how long we may 
trample upon and persecute these South- 
ern people with impunity, so far as their 
ultimate fidelity to the Union is concern- 
ed t Can you measure human endurance 
by line and rule? Is there no point in 
oppression and tyranny where loyalty 
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may end and a counter feeling begin ? 
One might well suppose that the party in 
power thii)k so. They seem to appre- 
hend no pofsible danger in driving 10,- 
000,000 of people to the wall ; the ready 
and flippant reply always is, " we have 
whipped them once, and we can whip 
them again." All this may be so, but 
these brave and warlike leaders ought to 
know, that in God's dealings with this 
world of ours, some very nnlooked for 
factfi occur in the history of even the 
proudest and mightiest nations. A war 
with England, for instance, with 10.000,- 
000 of people ali?nated from us on one 
side, 3,000,000 of British snbjects on the 
other, and 4,000,000 of neg>"oe8 to be 
bought up with British gold, as Hessians 
and Indians were once before, might be a 
situation not at all desirable with a bank- 
rupt treasury, and our own people di- 
vided in opinion as to the policy which 
brought about the catastrophe. In such 
a war as that, it would be no consolation 
for us to know that the great battle 
ground would be the beautiful hills and 
vallies of our own State of Ohio. 

And now, fellow-citinfins, if the obliga- 
tions of duty, of patriotism and humanity 
are unable to bring the Northern people 
to a just sense of the situation, in God's 
name let interest, and selfishness and 
danger work a revolution in the popular 
opinion. Let us have a living and equal 
Union ; let us have ic now before it is too 
late to have it at all. We cannot sustain 
our national life by enacting the ancient 
fable of tying the dead body to the living 
one. If we shall continue in this unnat- 
ural condition, both will be destroyed. The 
issue is now fairly before the people. The 
Democratic party present you both prin- 
ciples and candictates e<^ual to so great a 
struggle. Our standard bearer, the gifted 
and noble Thurman, is every way worthy 
of the highest trust in the gift of a free 
people. If he shall fail to be elected, the 
loss will be greater to the people and to 
the country ihau to himself. 



